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The Early Years (2,000 B.C.E. 9 1910)

A history of Woodway must begin with a recognition that
Native Americans lived and travelled here as part of their "usual
and accustomed grounds" (a common treagintantfe

end of the last glacial period (8;200000 years ago). They

were certainly in the Puget Sound region at least 4,000 years
ago. Lushootseed, also known as Puget Salish was the
indigenous language spoken by the local Native Americans.
Lushootseed was originally an oral language. There was no
written form of it until long after contact with Caucasians.

Although no evidence of native settlements such as villages ha:
been discovered in the Woodway area, they probably camped
on the beaches at Point Wells and Point Edwards. Local Native
American historian David Buerge says that since the uneven
nature of the beaches made travel by foot difficult, local Native
Americans made trails along the top of the bluffs, parallel to

the beaches. Where undergrowth became impassable, they
burned it off.

In 1922, well known University of Washington anthropologist /
ethnographer T.T. Waterman published an articled entitled,
0The Geographical Names Used
Coast, 6 the first Kknown writ
Edwards was written by Waterman as Stu'bus and Point Wells
as I'tBEtL Stu'bus.

On January 22, 1855, Chief Seattle joined 81 other leaders of
Puget Sound tribes in signing a treaty with Territorial Governor
Isaac Stevens at Point Elliott (now Mukilteo). The tribes,
including the Duwamish and Suquamish, surrendered their



NATIVE AMERICAN NAMES FOR PUGET SOUND LOCATIONS

2.sbat
Edmonds |

3. stubus

1.4, 2%9R o stubus i
5. kayu?kayu?ac

Shoreline
6. kaadab

[
J
by 7. xVaxWad?ilc I

1 TEt"n’ith “bullheads,” a kind of fish with a large head, eaten in times
of scarcity, for a slight projection in the coastline north of the town of
Edmonds. A much smaller fish the sculpin (sxwEdi) is also called bullhead
locally, but this place takes its name from the bullhead proper.

2 S’bal “a person undergoing the ministrations of a shaman, a patient,” for
a small creek just north of Edmonds.

3 Stu“bus Edwards Point, the promontory south of Edmonds.

4 I“tL’EtL stu’bus “this side of stubus,” Wells point, sand promontory
just south of the preceding. A pair of nearby promontories not infrequently
have one name, modified in this way.

5 Q’e’q’e'wa:dEt “kinnickinik, Indian tobacco,” a vine with leaves like
those of the huckleberry, for a beach south of Richmond Beach. This plant

has red herries called Sq e wald.

6 Qaa’dEb asmall creek.

lands for cash, relocation to reservations, and access to
traditional fishing and hunting grounds.

The Woodway area was surveye
0Government al Land Office Su
on the size and number of trees as well as the identification and
number of birds in our area. (These notes can be read on
microfiche in the Allen Library of the University of Washington.
Maps are available on CDO0s.)

The earliest available plat of the area that was to become the
Town of Woodway was filed with Snohomish County in 1910
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(see map, page 9). It shows two parcels of one hundred sixty
acres each belonging to Allen M. Yost, a local successful mill
owner, who also owned a considerable amount of real estate in
the area. One historian speculated that Mr. Yost may have
been a o0dummy entry man, 6 onc¢
the timber companies such as Pope & Talbot. Since it was
illegal for corporations to homestead property, timber
companies would contract with individuals, often mill owners,
to homestead property. The timber company would secretly
contract to log off the land and then give it to the private
individual when they were finished logging it. A 1909 map of
Snohomish County shows most of the eastern part of the
County as otimber, coal, and
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Woodway Park (1910 9 1955)

Between 1910 and 1914, the outbreak of World War |, David
Whitcomb, Sr. purchased the three hundred twenty acres
mentioned above from Allen Yost and five additional parcels
between the Yost property and Puget Sound, including tideland
lots. The legend is that the purchase price was paid in gold
nuggets. Whitcomb subdivided the property into minimum two
-acre lots, with some of the lots as large assiwetres,

and put in the dirt and gravel streets necessary to serve them.
Deer Creek, owned in common by the property owners,
provided water both for irrigation and domestic use. The main
road through the subdivision was named Park Road and later
renamed Woodway Park Road.




The road crossed over Deer Creek via a timber trestle, first
built in 1912 and replaced in 1929. Many Town residents and
visitors view this bridge as a significant and picturesque
Woodway icon. It is 342 feet long, 27 feet wide and
constructed with reinforced concrete slab (see illustration, page
11).

The | ocal region was served
company started in 1914 and operated after 1915 by several

of Al l en Yostds sons. |t m
Edmonds to Seattle through Woodway along Woodway Park
Road and Richmond Beach. On

Par k, passengers coul d have
appetizingly servedo6 at the
Catherine Wi nn claimed in a
New England rural automobile resorts among the giant firs of
Washington. 6 The Lodge was

lodge and converted into a silaghdy dwelling.



By 1940, of the 78 lots laid out in Woodway Park, 33 had
been sold. Twacre parcels on the bluff were available for
$7,000 0 $8,000 and those located on lots interior to the
bluff were going for $2,008 3, 50 0 . The O0Ass
Woodway Parko6 was filed by L
1955. Four other subdivisions that would later become part
of the Town of Woodway were filed with Snohomish County
within a year of the 1955 Woodway Park subdivision: Totem
Pol e Lane, Evergreends Twin
and Olympic Meadows.
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Incorporation (1955 & 1958)

In 1957, the Esperance Community Club proposed that the
Esperance neighborhood south of Edmonds be annexed to that
city. They proposed a rather large area, including the relatively
tiny community of Woodway Park in their proposal. Woodway
residents protested to the Edmonds City Council and Woodway
was excluded from the proposal. A subsequent election by the
remaining property owners turned down the Esperance
proposal. A substantial portion of the proposed 1957
annexation area has never been annexed.

Woodway community leaders decided that the only way to be
sure that they would not eventually become part of Edmonds
was to incorporate as their own city. Led by Hans Jorgenson,
with strong support from Elaine Jorgensen and about twenty
other residents, they successfully petitioned Snohomish County
for an annexation election (see petition and signatures, pages
20 through 24).

According to several participants in the petition and election
process, incorporation was sought primarily to preserve the
rural character of the community. They wanted to keep the
lots large, the streets narrow, the through busses out, and the
streets dark at night. They set the pattern for extensive
volunteerism, including the current Mayor, Council, Planning
Commission, and other Town committees, all of whom get no
compensation whatsoever for their service.

The incorporation election was held on February 18, 1958 and
the measure passed by a vote
had voted onodé, the incorpor:
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Founding residents of the community all remember that
Woodway had many farms in t
chickens, and at least one llama were pastured around the
homes. Although the primary memory is of a place that was
quiet and peaceful, there were hundreds of frogs living in
ponds around town and some people complained about the
noise at night. People cleared just enough land in the forest for
their homes and their ani mal ¢
Woodway seems ocitifiedod to
streets signaled the end of the rural character of the community
and she regrets it to this day. (Her long driveway is still
graveled.)

Parents did not feel the need to protect their children to the
degree they do today. Children were permitted to ride their
horses or bicycles anywhere in Town. A former mayor
remembers that his children had to walk a considerable
distance to school and the parents as well as the children were
pl eased when o0the oil compan
kids up along the road and t ¢
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Edmonds Tribune Review

The residents, meeting in

three days'.

On the committee are Chris
Darlotls, chairman; Rune Gor-
anson, and Dr. Quinn DeMarsh.

The area of proposed incor-
poration Includes some 800
acres in the sparsely populated
but tax-rich district bounded
by the county line on the
|south, 108th W on the east,

Edmonds City limits on the
'north, and Puget Sound on the
erst.

There are 405 residents In
|the area. A population of 300
Is necessary to form a fourth
class eity.

Dr. Ernest H. Campbell, as-
|soclate director, bureau of Gov-
'ernmental Research and Serv-
lices, University of Washing-
ton. attended the meeting and
|gave the residents -exiensive

formation on formation of
a fourth elass city.

The incorporatign move
clearly was planned to keep
the area out of any annexation
move into Edmonds. Dariotis,
however, made It clear the
'mqve was not aimed at Ed-
]monds. but “we're trying to

et the most out of our tax
ollar and | still
living"'. ,

Others said they wanted “to
be better able to control the
levying and spending” of their
tax money, which is said to be
the heaviest per capita in
South County.’ E

Besides Woodway Park, the

posed area of Incorporation
ncludes Twin Maples, Totem
Pole Lane, Standard Ol tank
farm, and Union Ol broperty.
The area can be decreased, but
' not increased, after & petition
calling for an electlon has been
tuned Into the County Auditf-
or's nffice. .

enjoy rural

Kepresentatives from  both
Standard ©Oil Co. and Union|

New South County
city plannedin
Woodway Pk. area

More than 100 residents of Woodway Park and adjacent
area in the southwest corner of Spohomish County made a
move Monday night to form & fourth class city. Name of the
proposed new city was not determined at the meeting.

Woodway Elementary School,

elected a committee which promiged to have petitions out “in

Oll Co. were present as ©b-
servers, They made no eom:

ment.

Residents from other adja-
cent areas, including Sherwood
Village, were present and ask-
od to be included in the incor:
poration plan.

They were advised to form
their own committees and dis-
cuss the matter with the Wood-
way group. .

One of the leaders in the
move toward incorporation was
David Whitcomb, jr.

“We belleve,” said Whit-
comb, “the success of our own
Fire District 13 to date justi-
fles ourrpl‘:l.i'ea Hnt' s mnk{
pal co n of approxi
mately the same boundaries is
lo{lsul efficlent, and economi.
cal
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NOTICE OF HEARING

PROPOSED INCORPORATION OF AREA TO BE
KNOWN AS TOWN OF o0WOO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:
That a petition for the incorporation of certain territory
in Snohomish County, Washington, to be known as
THE TOWN OF WOODWAY, a municipal
corporation, has been filed with the Board of County
Commissioners, Snohomish County, Washington, ang
that a copy of said Petition, with the exception of the
names of the petitioners, is as follows, to wit:

0TO THE COUNTY AUDI TOR QF

COUNTY, WASHINGTON

We, the undersigned, being registered voters
and qualified electors of Snohomish County,
Washington, and at least equal in number to 20% of tf
votes cast within the area hereinafter described in the
last state election, and who reside within the boundari
hereinafter described, pray that the territory enclosed
within said boundaries be incorporated as a municipal
corporation in accordance with the provisions of
Chapter 35.02, Revised Code of Washington. The fof
of government under which the said municipal
corporation shall be organized shall be the mayor
council form as provided in Chapter 35.27 Revised
Code of Washington.

ne

m

Original Text of the Incorporation Petition
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