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TOWN OF WOODWAY, WASHINGTON

MAYOR'S MESSAGE
POINT WELLS UPDATE

There have been severalOctober 2018: The Town received the Snohomish County Boundary
developments since the last word that the property had Review Board. This procedure
Whisper. Many of the activities of officially been sold. Lawyers for the called for the Council to sponsor a
this past fall were in response to new owner have public hearihgebefore takirsy dormial
actions that slowly developed over button and authorized a study to action on the ordinance to annex Pt.
the past coupl e determipeevehat svould Heetheebéss Walls.

short chronicle of the major use of the property for future

developments: development decisions. Reslts of '\OVember 27, 2918:Th§ Council
that study should be forthcoming. held a public hearing which resulted

October 2018: The Snohomish in a standingroom-only crowd of
County Council upheld the County  October 1, 2018: The City of residents, lawyers for the developer,
Hearing Ex ami ner ®borelidecinitiatedna cormlémination City of Shoreline, Ronald
to deny the deve procpedingdts takexowmershlip af ndastewater District, and
relating to their sevenyearold Snohomish County land that hosts representatives from Richmond
application to develop an Urban a sewer lift station currently used by Beach Coalition. While residents
Center at Point Wells. This decision Ronald Wastewater District. This expressed varying opinions about
is currently scheduled to be action is significant since it would the potential pros/cons of annexing
reviewed by Snohomish County establish Shoreline as owning land Pt. Wells, the one common theme
Superior Court. within  théh eCounB/o and cwollldd swas an urgent plea for the Council
decision is upheld, the developer thwart any future action by the to sit down and talk with Shoreline
may choose to submit a new Town as it relates to sewer via mediation rather than continue
application under the current provision. with litigation. The Council
County zoning for a smaller ourban
village, 6 or sub mCI)chbera14,n281\§/:\./VngSng Wi}hig ation
for a completely different type of state regulated time lines, the [NSIDE THIS ISSUE.
Woodway Council voted to initiate
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POINT WELLS UPDATE - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

thoughtfully acted on that advice select a mediator who was then jointly shared with each
and has entered mediation talks. To appropriately qualified to deal with community. | am hopeful that an
demonstrate good faith to both municipal issues and someone acceptable resolution will be
Shoreline and the Woodway without any preceding professional reached soon.
community, the Town Council has relationship with the developer. As g
not formally submitted the of the time of this article, a )
annexation petition to the professional mediator has been
Boundary Review Board. retained and talks are proceeding.

Any final decisions must first be

December 2018: Staff of both approved by both Councils and
Shoreline and Woodway worked to

NEW BUSINESS LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

By Eric Faison, Town Administrator r equi r ed t o ad o p tpertydae If SauraWwWoedivaybased d e |
business license ordinance. The business has sales or gross income
Town did so in December. The of less than $2,000 a year, you still
model language adopted by DOR must get a business license, but the
Department ° f_ Re Lafnbt'be al rgan R::ﬁ)le)s As a $50 fee is waived. If your business is
to.Iead a Ifocal. Tax anq Licensing result, there are new rules on what based outside of Woodway but has
Simplification T%u%ihesse@ 0aFeCrgquire(d Otc-)r 8e§ kaannual sales or gross income of

F o.r ce 9 ) - Th e_ - Ta ?N(%odwalil BuSirfeSs liceds8. S $2,000 or more within Woodway,
assigned with the responsibility of you must get a business license. If

developing options to improve the Under the new rules, all businesses your non-Woodway-based business
local business licensing processlocated in Woodway (including has less than $2,000 of sales or
amongst the statedevildbBAskytidesig Frg%s%?ngomebinhaoyé%?inv{?ogd%va?y,d
Task Force made severalbusi nessesd) ar e yo{J eaf’eur%otr ree(fluireé % g%teé a
recommendations, which led to the business Iic-ense. The -act of Woodway business license. Please
St ateds | passage oofe naq angei wn gI. a.lwn i mu Q'Be'igu?estél) Ietha%yscon%ré)ct%rcdr fi
The law re.q.uwes, among ot.her exemptions. .But it is generzlnll-ly consultant that you hire know
things, all cities to partner with broadly defined. One specific about this change.

DOR&ds Busi ness L chame that will affa MWeddwag

or FileLocal to issue and renew homeowners is that home rental is If you have specific questions about
licenses. now considered to be a business. If how this regulation relates to your
you rent out a home you own in business, please do not hesitate to
Woodway, you need to obtain a contact Town Hall at (206) 542
business license. 4443 or visit t he
t he Townods dveb .
www.townofwoodway.com

In 2015, the State enacted
legislation directing the

C

To simplify this process and ensure
that DOR has the technical ability

to administer the license issuances
for all cities in the state, cities are The fee for a business license is $50



http://www.townofwoodway.com
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PROPERTY TAXES BILLS ARE LOWER, ON AVERAGE!

By Eric Faison, Town Administrator example, in 2018 the Town assessedcreated a new state property tax for
$1,106,149.87 in property tax. In schools. In doing so, they did not
2019, the Town can only assess anreduce the local school district
additional $11,061.50 plus any levies until this year. So, last year
increase from new construction. As we all experienced an increase in
a result, when property values our property taxes, and this year,
increase dramatically, the property with the reduction in most local
tax rate must be reduced school district levies, many
the County Asse dr grﬁ)a{lcal?y toO fp!event the taxpayers experienced an overall
reflecting a 12.8% increase in the jurisdiction from collecting more reduction in their property taxes.

Last year, we heard concerns from
many residents, fearing that their
property taxes would increase
dramatically in 2019. These
concerns were based on new
valuations that they received from

average assessed value Of?han 1% over | ast yeards collection
Woodway home-- from $1,317,400 The Townds prope rThe|3r/e arg gx)geptlons fo Lvery [ rule
to $1,486,600. While valuations of c our se. I t o s po

_ _ down from the 2018 rate of $1.7299
have increased substantially, the per $1,000 in assessed value to th eDroperty owners experienced an

property tax bill for an average 2019 rate of $1.5672. increase. This is most likely due to
home in Woodway decreased by improvements made to the home or
nearly 4%. The 1% statutory limit controls the if the characteristics of a home
rate of increase. This year, however, resulted in its value increasing more
we also had an exceptional situation than the average home. You can
that actually resulted in a decreasefind more information from the

in taxes. If you recall, in response Assessor here: https://

to the Supreme Conrnochbfishaouhtywa.gavhat
the State was inadequately fundngD ocumentCenter/
basic public education, the State View/61333/201901-24?bidld=

A significant reason for this is the
because governments in
Washington are statutorily limited
on how much they can increase
their property tax revenue from one
year to the next. This limit is 1%
plus new construction. For

TOWN HALL CLOSURE FOR RECORDS MANAGEMENT
April is National RecordsTo comply with Wgagdddn Abﬁ|”25§t2g, e s

management Mo nt h detdiled srecardd iretentibro
recognize the importance of keepingequirements, depending on the
public records available to the publiccontent of the record, it may need to
making sure they are easilype retained for a few year® or in
accessible, and disposing of themerpetuity. Keeping track of all this
properly when they are no longeri nf or mati on, and
needed. accessible, is a monumental task.

During this week, staff will be
wor king hard to ass
archlvae reC(r)]rogle determlrneehow IongN
they need to be kept, and dlspose of
them according to the State
Every day, the Town of WoodwayTo celebrate, Records Managemeriequirements. We appreciate your
generates many new records in manyionth, Town Hall will be understanding of the office closure
formats: paper, electronic, audio for this very important work.

recordings, photographs, and more.


https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/61333/2019-01-24?bidId=
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/61333/2019-01-24?bidId=
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/61333/2019-01-24?bidId=
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/61333/2019-01-24?bidId=

Page4 WOODWAY WHISPER

COUNCILMEMBER BILL ANDERSON RETIRES

communities advocating
for housing options for low
* - and middleclass working
8 families.

By Carla A. Nichols, Mayor background, and concern
for preserving the overall @
character and quality of
Woodway were impressivel
and valued. :

A longtime resident and stalwart
councilmember retired from the
Town Council on March 1. Bill
Anderson and his wife, Ruth, Bill has been a valuable
moved to the Estates neighborhood He was appointed to the partner to fellow

in 1983 and enjoyed the environs of Council in 2005 and has served asCouncilmembers, the Mayor, and
Woodway as they raised their two Mayor Pro Tem for most of that Town staff. Through the many
sons. Bill retired from his career as a time. Over the years Bill has years, Bill has been a solid leader
stockbroker in 2000 but his represented Woodway on several and steward of the public process
retirement took a twist when traffic regional organizations with with a keen appreciation of
issues in the Estates neighborhood particular interest on affordable Woodway&6s val ue as
brought Bill to the attention of the  housing challenges. In recent years, peaceful place to live. Best wishes to
Town Council. His quiet and Bill has been an effective voice in Bill for yet another version of his
sensitive manner, business the local Edmonds and Woodway retirement.

ELECTRONIC PAYMENT OPTIONS

By Heidi K. S. Napolitino, Clerk and free up t he sostg Mailing costs,tahdestafCtime.r k &
Treasurer Office for other necessary work. We recognize that paperless billing

is not the best option for every
househol d, but i f
answer for you and
waiting to sign up, or need

Our new electronic payment Did you know that Xpress now
system, Xpress Bill Pay, continues offers text notifications? In
to be popular with residents, addition to traditional email

contractors, and others notificatio.n.s for assistance navigating the website,
who need to send us ¢ CIMNLIME paperless. billing, you contact Town Hall at (206) 542
payment. 55% of hthe PAYMENTS can rebc_lflv.e textsd when 4443. We look forward to helping
payments we ave your bill is ready or

received so far for the xpress when your payment has you:

January stormwater bills BILL PAY processed! If you need to pay the Town for
were paid electronically, licenses, permits, traffic infractions,

Thank you to all of you who have
already signed up for paperless
billing; this simple step saves the
Town money by reducing printing

and more, you can find a separate
payment portal on our website in
the oHow Do | 6 sect

and onethird were paid by
electronic funds transfer (EFT)!
Thanks to you, we continue to
reduce our payment processing time
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COUNCIL MEMBER RECRUITMENT

By Carla A. Nichols, Mayor lawyers as consultants so Council to discuss individual impressions of
_ members can bring another candi datesd® qualifi
With the vacancy created by perspectlve to the deC|S|ormak|ng by a reconvening of the Council

Council member V@h |§ |rﬁp8rf31nq is a and a public discussion and decision

table
retirement, a new leader is needed ersonds commi't meon the final camdid&te selectioa for
Recentl vy, weodve

_ . and (flalr FocisiOn Qn%l %" havé the the Council position. The person
strong candidates who have applied Townds best i nt erselscted by the @aoumcidl will be
for Council positions, and | trust

, . . -~ sworn in at that meeting.
this round will not be any different. To be qualified to serve on the

It is important to note that the Town Council, you must be | f you arenot sel
person selected will be joining registered to vote and have resided appointment, you can run for one
Town leadership when strategic here for one year. of the four Council seats that will
decisions will need to be made. The be up for electlon thls fall - two

future of Pt . We IHIesr egﬁd t Pﬁe s CI' W% opar?al {er?ns artd pfv(?o fofll" tdbrdls:

relationship with the City of parch 25 Deadline to submit a You Will need to file your intent to
Shoreline and Snohomish County |atter of interest and resume. 'Un with the Snohomish County
are issues that will define the long cgndidates will then be asked to €lections office.The filing period is
term interests of the Town. The complete a onepage questionnaire. May 13-17, 2019. Filing
person appointed to this position vq, can drop off your materials at information is available by calling
will serve through the certification town Hall or email them to Shohomish County at 4253883444
of t his fall 0s gk?eiﬂi@{ombﬁNOJHJva?/.thi o n, oraand their website: https://
will need to run for re-election this snohomishcountywa.gov/1989/

fall. April 1. Attend Council meeting CandidatesPolitical-Parties
and patrticipate in a short interview

~ . ; If you have an tions about th
) 1 youove C 0 n s donduRtdd Bydthe MayBriarkl Town Yo ave any qUEstions aboutihe
opportunity in the past but think  council. duties of the office, the time

that you donét know enough about commitment required, or anything
certain issues, are not an expert, areAt the April 1st Council meeting, ~else related to serving as an elected

not a lawyer, etc., take heart in individual interviews will be official in Woodway, please call
knowing that issues can be conducted, then a brief executive Mayor Carla Nichols at 206618
explained and studied. We have session will be held by the Council 7777.

THANK YOU, COBB FAMILY, FOR YOUR GIFT OF FESTIVE GARLANDS ON THE BRIDGE
DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON! WHAT A GENEROUS WAY TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR LOVE
OF WOODWAY. | KNOW | SMILED EVERY TIME | DROVE OVER THE BRIDGE AND SAW THE

GREENS AND JAUNTY BOWS.


mailto:heidi@townofwoodway.com?subject=Letter%20of%20Interest%20for%20Council%20Position
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1989/Candidates-Political-Parties
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1989/Candidates-Political-Parties
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1989/Candidates-Political-Parties

Page6

WOODWAY WHISPER

2018 BUDGET REPORT

We have closed out the annual Operating budget for 2018 and here are my conclusions. Remember, this is only a

summary of our Operating Budget; these figures do not include stormwater and capital funds.

The good news is that our revenues ($ 1.77 M) were sufficient and they covered our expenses ($1.71M). The reason

includes several factors: the Town is conservative in its forecasts; the Town received twatane only grants for
special projects; and sales tax revenue was higher than anticipated.

People who 1ike
were constant

building permits so 2018 was lower.

wi t h

budget s
categories do not change much. Expenses had a small change in the General Government category, and revenue:
category

t he

al so |

only

k e

consistency. | f

refl ecti

ng

Details are available at Town Hall upon request. Respectfully submitted, Carla A. Nichols, Mayor

OPERATING REVENUES - $1.77M

Utility tax,
sales tax, &
franchise fees
25%

Misc. revenue
7%
Fees &

permits

4%

Property tax
64%

OPERATING EXPENSES - $1.71M
Public

Works/Parks
19% ‘

General
Gov't
12%

kS

Figures include the operating budget only; they do not include
stormwater or capital revenue/expenses

Summary of Services

Public Safety 2017 2018
Woodway police 3,159

) 2,603
officers hrs
Call-outs by 98 79
Edmonds officers
Fire and EMS

94 65

responses

Building Department d Permits Issued

Operating 2017 | 2018
Revenues
Property Tax | 63% | 64%
Utility tax,
sales tax, & 23% | 25%
franchise fees
Miscellaneous 6% 7%
revenue
Fees_& 8% 4%
permits
Operating 2017 | 2018
Expenses
General 17% | 12%
Government
Mant_jatory 2106 | 22%
Services
Public Safety | 44% | 47%
Public Works/ 18% | 19%

Parks

New Homes 4 3
Remodels 8 5
Clearing/Grading 4 7
Short Plat 1 1
Environmental Protections
Tree Permits 36 66
Total
Population: 1,340
Zoning # of
District Homes
2 acres 129
1 acre 52
1/3 acre 198
1/4 acre 88
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2018 BUDGET REPORT

2018 Accomplishments

f The Town negotiated a new contract with the City of{
Edmonds Police Department. All calls will be received
and responded to by Edmonds officers. This service
will be available 24/7. Safety comes first!! Woodway
will retain five officers to concentrate on traffic
control (High priority for Woodway residents) and

community policing activities.

The annual Community Fair was held on August 18
and drew an even bigger crowd than in previous years.
Everyoneds favorite events
new contest involving floral arrangements that depict

the character of Woodway.

received

1 Woodway

amenities.

The Towngds website was . rsﬁoﬂo?n?sﬂ %Quﬁtf COL}nCCh grgnfeed fihds to

informative _t _OOI _f or resi chegtet anew sgageeon tﬂu-eofr%vnrf'lgw?] of lTo?Nﬁ I'—|aﬁ.I al
codes, newsletters, permit information, and much A wooden trellis will cover a sitting area on the

more Were. highlighted. Residents are encouraged to north side o f Town Hal |
seek out this valuable resource. i nformatiyve reader boar d

history will be featured.

two grants for community

The Town entered into an Interlocal Agreement with
Snohomish County for potential annexation of the

*

Verdant Health Commission awarded funds to

Po.lnt Wells  property  (currently listed  as complete the trails in Deer Creek Park. Outdoor
unincorporated Con\Jnty land). The Agreement sets exercise stations and picnic facilities will be added.
out the oruleso for how agyf Ubithhisuin B thigré dnd fellicardhOit! | d
occur.

late spring.
The asphalt on Ivy Road was overlaid.

WINTER WEATHER RESPONSE

By Mike Quinn, Councilmember stage sand and ice melt quickly&
throughout the town and were able -
to secure plowing and sandings

services from Ballard Tree Service. =

In February, Woodway experienced
its biggest winter snow event in

many years, receiving approximately

13 inches of snow as measured by

local residents. Looking back, it has

been several decades since we hav

had that much snow! The Town was
prepared this year thanks to early
and quick planning by our public
works team including Terry Bryant,
Scott Wynne, and Collin Harlow.
The public works team was able to

L&

The public works team worked

tirelessly to clear and plow all main sand. Please be patient as they work
(raoads and side roads as appropriate.thrcJth the Town.

They kept the Town moving, albeit
slowly, during this time and we
want to extend a huge THANK
YOU to them and their families for

Our costs during this event totaled
over $30,000. We will look closely
at on-going spending as this event
was not budgeted, due to

their service. Our public works mandatory cutbacks within the
team is now working to clear our Town, and see where we can make

streets and sidewalks of debris and up these funds in the months ahead.
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REMEMBRANCES

Woodway lost two longtime appreciation to George Stead for his t h e King County Sh
residents last fall: George Stead & thoughtfulness, energy, and and hosted countless parties in the
Helen Clouston. commitment to serving the Town as home they built in Woodway Park.

a Woodway Planning They had many friends here,

!_lvmg life. to Commissioner, and to call upon including David Whitcomb, Jr., son
Its fullest, Woodway citizens to honor this of Woodwayds founde
George loved : . .

_ _ outstanding resident. 6 George was a
his — wife, yind, quick-witted soul with a spirit /\te" Paimer passed away in 1982,
Helen, | his of service. Helen- continued (.anjoylng life,
family, traveling the world with friends and
boating, family, including touring
fishing, the Canadian Rockies

Helen lived in Woodway

for 60 of her 104 years.
She and her husband,
Palmer, traveled the

backpacking, gardening, family
outings, the Mariners, and the
Washington Huskies. George was remembered for hersense
honored by Mayor Nichols in 2008 ] of fun, mischievous grin,
with a procl amat iV\borrlld’ rgc%e h%rsoe% W'th grateful and her feisty spirith

after reaching triple
digits. She will be

LEED BUILDING DESIGN IN WOODWAY

Woodway residents Robert and sustainable home, the focus of this lighting, and heating fixtures were
Elizabeth Pantley and their project was to preserve the park installed, along with a rooftop array
daughters, Angela Rozmyn and like setting that defines Woodway of solar panels. Materials were
Vanessa Pantley, have designed andand to build a home that blends chosen with sustainability, beauty,
buil't Wo o d wa y 8 s intofthe sursotindingrcammenity. and durability in mind. Local woods
targeting LEED Platinum, the S o and hard surfaces were carefully
hi ghest | evel of Su§tell]|ngblllt¥] Nt blu”cglﬂgﬁ @n l?neo selected. The siding and metal roof

recognized green building addressed both inside and outside along with the rainscreen siding

certification. The members of the the homg. The first focus was to system are designed so that the
Pantley family have an extensive ke_e_p the impact _Of the new home 8 home will need minimal
history of green building in minimal as possible l:.>y reus.lng part maintenance for many years to
Washington State, including. many of the existing chor%eme 6s foundation

LEED Platinum certified homes and installing native plfsmts that ]
and  mixeduse require very Above all, the home is a testament

- little water. to the uniqueness of the Pacific
communities.
_ Northwest and proof that
; Inside  the . -
Pantley  explains _ sustainability can be done
that beyond the home, high beautifully.

efficiency
plumbing,

desire to build a



